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COOL WAYS TO LIGHT UP YOUR HOLIDAYS

Gifts, outings, food and libations - Here are some of our holiday picks!

THE BACK ROOM

1984 Bonita Avenue

The Back Room is, as the logo says, an

intimate place for music. A small place
designed for a smaller sound. The Back
Room is an cozy space with wonderful

ambience perfect for a little holiday
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CHOCOLATERIE

1964 University Avenue

Tiny jewel box of a shop turning out
exquisite, handcrafted chocolates that
are basically ready-made stocking
stuffers. Their boxes and truffles are
perfect host gifts, and the shop feels
“special” in exactly the right holiday
way.

SHOP CHOCOLATERIE

acoustic musical fun.
LEARN MORE

COMAL/COMAL NEXT DOOR

2020 & 2024 Shattuck Avenue

Modern Mexican right in the Arts District
with a lush, heated back patio and fire
pit—ideal for holiday evenings when
people want to be outside but cozy.
Comal is also a MICHELIN-Guide
restaurant, which always impresses
visiting family.

MAKE RESERVATIONS
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EAST BAY SPICE CO

2134 Oxford Street

Cocktails + Indian-inspired bites, right
at the edge of campus. Great for a festive
nightcap with visiting siblings or friends
after dinner or a BAMPFA screening.
DETAILS HERE

CURIOSITY SHOP

2214 MLK Junior Way

An eccentric, near-downtown shop with
tens of thousands of pieces of costume
jewelry and vintage/collectible items;
reviewers describe it as a “treasure
hunt” and highlight its quirky, feminist
bent. Great for dress-up-obsessed kids,
vintage-loving cousins, and statement
accessory gifts.

LEARN MORE
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ROCK POSTERS

22844 Fulton Street
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Wall-to-wall rock posters, comics, and
memorabilia—perfect for music-loving
relatives and anyone nostalgic for 70s-
90s Bay Area concert culture. Easy to pair
with a campus stroll.

DETAILS HERE

DOWNTOWN BERKELEY
FARMER’S MARKET

Center Street & MLK Junior Way (Saturdays)

Year-round Saturday market with local,
mostly organic produce, prepared foods,
coffee, flowers and specialty products.

A great daytime outing for family in town
on a weekend, grab gifts like jams,
pickles, chocolates and seasonal produce
while showing off the Civic Center
corridor.

LEARN MORE

BAMPFA
BERKELEY ART MUSEUM & PACIFIC
FILM ARCHIVE

2155 Center Street

Our very own major art museum and film
program right in the middle of downtown

with rotating exhibitions and curated
film screenings. The BAMPFA Store offers MEmeR  WEMBER

Aacicn_farward hnnlre oifte and lride!
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items, and a new café concept (Kopi Bar &
Bakery) is bringing creative drinks and
pastries into the building—ideal “warm,
cultural afternoon” destination for
visiting family.

DETAILS HERE

PEGASUS BOOKS
DOWNTOWN

2349 Shattuck Avenue

Classic corner bookstore with new & used
titles, calendars, kids’ books, cards and
local zines. It's an easy “one-stop” for
gifts that feel thoughtful but not fussy,
right on the main Shattuck spine.

LEARN MORE

IPPUKU

2130 Center Street

Hidden-in-plain-sight Japanese izakaya
right off the Plaza, across from BART.
Inside it feels like you've ducked down
an alley in Tokyo: low light, beautiful
woodwork, tatami-style nooks, and a
serious sake/shochu list. The menu leans
into charcoal-grilled yakitori and small
plates, and it's recognized in the
MICHELIN Guide as a Bib Gourmand spot

for “good quality, good value cooking.”
NFTATI.Q HFRF
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REVIVAL BAR & KITCHEN
2102 Shattuck Avenue

Revival offers a festive, cozy atmosphere
perfect for holiday dinners, date nights,
and cheerful group gatherings. Enjoy
seasonal, locally sourced dishes, craft
cocktails, and the kind of welcoming glow
that makes every visit feel

like a celebration.

MAKE YOUR RESERVATION

TUPPER & REED

2271 Shattuck Avenue

Experience this storied building with the
year round holiday feel. Celebrate the
magic of Tupper & Reed’s musical and
artistic legacy. Each cocktail is an
expression of their passion and a piece of
the symphony resounding through this
historic space.

LEARN MORE

BERKELEY REPERTORY

THEATDFE
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2025 Addison Street

From dazzling productions to warm,
welcoming spaces perfect for a

festive night out, Berkeley Rep brings the
joy, imagination, and wonder of live
theatre to life. Make it your holiday
tradition to gather, be inspired, and
celebrate the spirit of the season onstage.
LEARN MORE

SAT DEC. 13 10AM-3PM
owntowne@me@
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See You in Domntowmwn Berkeley!
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